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Religion or Relationship? 
 

 It’s true that Judaism is the oldest of the three monotheistic Abrahamic faiths, with the 
other two religions being Christianity and Islam. The religion was officially founded by Moses, 
although Jewish history can be traced back to Abraham, who is considered to be the ancestor 
of the Jewish people. 
 It’s also true that Christianity is the top ranked religion in the world with 2.4 billion re-
corded believers. Next is Islam with 1. 8 billion recorded believers. Then comes the Secular/
Non-religious/Agnostic which has 1.2 billion respondents. And there are at least twelve more 
lesser ranking religions of the world according to the list I found on the internet (dated 2012) 
which you are welcome to explore on your own.  
 So where am I going with this information? Well, as a believer and follower of Jesus 
Christ, I have learned for myself that my relationship with Jesus is so much more than being 
‘labeled’ a Christian. Oh, don’t get me wrong, I am a Christian. However, where the difference 
lies is in having a personal and intimate relationship with Jesus, my Savior, Redeemer, Shep-
herd, and Friend. And because I know Jesus the way that I do, the Holy Spirit - the Advocate, 
the Spirit of God that Jesus promised to send to all who believe in Him, who repent of their 
sins, and believe in the promise of eternal life - will abide in me as I abide in Jesus.  
 Before we know it, the season of Thanksgiving, then Advent, and then Christmas, will 
be upon us! So now is a good time to reexamine our relationship with Jesus. Is it strong or 
weak? Can it be better? Of course, it can! It must be a top priority and our greatest hope if we 
want to continue to grow with Jesus, to deepen our connection to God through Him, and ex-
perience the presence of God by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 I pray this will be our focus in the church over the next few months. Let us ponder the 
words of Jesus when he said: “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If 
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s com-
mandments and abide in his love” (John 15:8-10).  
 Remember, it’s our choice to have faith in religion or a relationship. As for me, I’ll trust 
in my relationship with Jesus above all else, and pray to remain centered in Christ; to be more 
like Jesus today than I was yesterday!  Will you join me? 
         Faithfully Serving. Pastor Teri 



Thur. November 7— 
 7 am—Women’s 

Bible Study 
Fri. November 8-12—

Pastor Out of Town 
Thurs. November 14— 
 7 am Women’s Bible 

Study 
Sun. November 17—9:45 

am Adult Bible Class 
 10:45 am—Worship 

& Children’s Church 
Mon. November 18— 
 6 p.m. Trustees 

Meeting 
 7 p.m. Admin. Board 

Meeting 

Wed November 20— 
 4:30 pm Praise Band 

Rehearsal 
 6:30 Wednesday 

Worship Youth Group 
Thurs November 21—7 am 

Women’s Bible Study 
Sun. November 24— 
 9:45 am Adult Bible 

Class 
 10:45 am Worship & 

Children’s Church 
 Decorate for Advent 

followed by Lunch 
Wed. November 27— 
 Praise Band rehearsal 

4:30 pm 
Thurs. November 28—

THANKSGIVING DAY! 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
Sun. December 1— 
 9:45 am—Adult  
 Bible Class 
 10:45 am—Worship, 

Children’s Church & 
Holy Communion 

Wed. December 4— 
 4:30 p.m. Praise 

Band rehearsal 
 6:30 p.m. Wednes-

day Worship Youth 
Group 

Thur. December 5— 
 7 am—Women’s Bi-

ble Study 
Sun. December 8— 
 9:45 am—Adult Bi-

ble class 
 10:45 am—Worship, 

Children’s Church  

  

Sanctuary Cleaning 
The sanctuary cleaning will be Tuesday & Wednesday (Nov. 19 & 20) begin-

ning at 6:30 p.m. for the ceiling and light fixtures. Thursday and Friday (Nov. 

21 & 22) for the pews, etc. Volunteers are needed. There will be sign up 

sheets on the bulletin board in the back of the church for to sign up. 

“Blessing of The Backpacks” Held September 8 

Children, adults and teens participated in a “Blessing of The Backpacks” on Sunday, 

September 8 during regular church services. As we return to school, let us all count 

our blessings with each passing day and pray for our educators, para-professionals 

and children throughout the school year. 

Ongoing needs 
at the    

Columbus and 
York        

Rescue Missions    
 

Food  Services 
(No bulk please) 
Pinto  Beans 
Baked Beans 
Peanut Butter 
Jelly 
Caned Chicken 
Mayonnaise 
Napkins 
Coffee & creamer 
Butter 
Milk 
Sugar 
Canned Fruit 
Raman Noodles 
 

H o u s e h o l d 
Products 
Trash Bags 13 & 30 
gal 
Paper Towels 
Liquid Laundry De-
tergent 
Cleaning Products 
Facial tissues 
Toilet Paper 



Decorating for 
Christmas 
Sunday, November 24 

(after church services) 

     We will have SLOPPY JOES  

Following decorating 

 (everyone is asked to bring a  

side dish or dessert to share) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Worship 
High School Group 

Leader:  Emily Triplett 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday,  

November 20 

December 4 and 18 

United Methodist Church 

Supper will be provided 

To My Church Family, 

Years and years ago my dad told me to “always do more than what is expected of you 

to do.” I tried living by those words growing up and have continued throughout my 

adult life. It was with this attitude that I approached the work as secretary of our 

church. I shouldn’t refer to the job as “work” as, for the most part, it was fun! This 

morning our Thursday Morning Bible Study lesson was based on Isaiah 28:10. The 

questions and group discussion centered around how we follow God as He leads us to 

various decisions and chapters in our lives. Last May it became quite clear to me that 

it was time for me to move out of the role of church secretary. Only for short periods of 

time throughout the summer did I question this decision and as September 1st arrived 

and Jenn Boyer slid into the office so efficiently any doubt was long gone. 

I want to let each of you know how much I appreciated your gracious words of “thank 

you”. The beautiful cards, flowers, cash gifts and gift card touched my soul and I sin-

cerely say “thank you” back to you. What new ministries are in my future, I’m not cer-

tain just yet. I do know that whatever I’m going to do, my desire is to do “more than is 

expected of me”. Thanks Dad! 

Blessings to each of you as we strive to be the church God wants us to be. 

Jane Roberts 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boyer Assumes Secretary Role 
Since I may be new to some of you, I thought it bene-
ficial to introduce myself and share a bit of my back-
ground. 

Born and raised Sandhills girl, I grew up nearly an 
hour drive from my home town where I attended high 

school. 
Similar to 
Osceola, 
Oshkosh, 
NE is a 
small agri-
cultural 
community 
in Western 
Nebraska. 
I grew up 
on a ranch 
with two 
younger 
sisters and 

a brother. I learned how to ride a horse when I was 2 
years old and spent most of my time on the back of a 
horse or in the hay field working for dad. 

Following high school, I later received my Associates 
Degree in Journalism. I spent 10 years as a partner 
in a feedlot/ranch business and later worked in the 
Feedlot business in Chappell Nebraska. During that 
time, I also nurtured my love for writing and wrote for 
The Western Horseman, The Fence Post, Alliance 
Times Herald and other small newspapers. 

My husband, Troy, and I moved to Osceola nearly 
three years ago.  

Originally from Fort Morgan, Colorado, he and I grew up 

much the same and were often at the same events 

throughout our childhood. We brushed shoulders more 

than once, I am certain, throughout our lives until finally, 

as fate would have it, we ended up here. 

We have two 
crazy sons, Tyler 
and Tage. Tyler is 
an Army Medic 
and he and his 
wife, Lahanna, will 
be expecting their 
second child in 
March. Most re-
cently, Tyler has 
been recom-
mended by his 
commanding  offi-
cer to attend West Point. Tage is a freshman at OHS and 
his job is to keep us on our toes. Troy works for Preferred 
Sands in Genoa as a Controls Engineer. I work full time 
in York at Good 2 Go Travel Center where I perform the 
accounting duties of the Huddle House and Travel Cen-
ter.  

In my spare time, I enjoy Nebraska Football, cooking, 
spending time with family and working on our home.  

I pass myself off as a multitasker but that is only a fancy 
way of saying I have too much going at once so don't be 
fooled. 

I consider it an honor to be a part of the church and hope 
that I can fulfill all of your expectations.  

On Sunday, October 13, we were blessed to celebrate Jodi 

Roberts, Deb Berry, Kim Baloun and Brooke Rodgers be-

coming church members.  

Dawson Baloun also received his bible from Pastor 

Teri on October 13 during church services.  


