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Why Church? Why Now? 
 

 There is a meme circulating on Facebook that states: 
“If being hurt by people in the church causes you to leave 
and stop going to church . . . then your faith was in people; 

NOT IN GOD.” A few other reasons people may stop going to church could be they don’t like the 
pastor . . . or the music . . . or . . . so on and so on.  
 Worship is to be an expression of our love for God, and for the imperfect people God com-
mands us to love. Remember Jesus said, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is 
equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’” (Matthew 22:37-39). So instead of concen-
trating on the reasons why we don’t go, let us focus on the reasons why we should go to church.  
 These are ten that resonate with me and I hope each of you will pause and ponder them for 
yourselves: 1) So you can enjoy community, 2) So you can use your [spiritual] gifts, 3) So you can 
discover your purpose, 4) So you can find connection, 5) So you can worship, 6) So you can learn 
the Word [of God], 7) So you can participate in missions, 8) So you can practice generosity, 9) So 
you can forge lifelong friendships, 10) So you can enjoy food.  (Michelle S Lazurek  crosswalk.com/
churchworship/10-reasons-you-should-go-to-church-every-week.html) 

 I also researched several scripture passages that talk about God’s desire for His church. A 
few of them are listed here: 

“For where two or more are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  
(Matthew 18:20) 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42) 
“And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching”. (Hebrews 10:24-25). 

 Attending even a few times a month is crucial to the health and well-being of a church, not 
only for individuals, but to build up the body of Christ. If you’d like to hear more about this, you’ll 
find an article at the back of the sanctuary, written by a young parent, Shelby Turner, so be sure 
to check it out. 
 If it’s been awhile since you’ve attended, please know you’ll be welcomed home with open 
arms. Every member and friend of the Osceola First or Shelby UMC’s, are needed to maintain 
and increase the vitality of the church as we live in, with and for Christ together.  
 

         Faithfully serving,  
          Pastor Teri 
 

“The gifts that he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body 
of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ . . But speaking the truth in love, we must 
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined 
and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working prop-
erly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.” (Ephesians 4:11-16)  

 



 

Our 2019 Christmas Eve services in Osceola with the lighting of the candles…...77 church members attended a 

wonderful evening of scripture readings and Christmas Carols. 

Wed. January 8— 
 Praise Band 

rehearsal 4:30 p.m. 
Thurs. January 9— 
 7 a.m.—Women’s 

Bible Study 
Sun. January 12— 
 9:45 a.m.—Adult 

Bible class 
 10:45 a.m.—Worship, 

Children’s Church  
Wed. January 15— 
 4:30 p.m. Praise 

Band rehearsal 
 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Worship 
Youth Group 

Thur. January 16— 
 7 a.m.—Women’s 

Bible Study 
Sun. January 19— 
 9:45 a.m.—Adult 

Bible class 
 10:45 a.m.—Worship, 

Children’s Church 
Mon. January 20— 
 6 p.m. Trustees 

Meeting 
 7 p.m. Administrative 

Board Meeting 
  

Wed. January 22— 
 Praise Band rehearsal 

4:30 p.m. 
Thur. January 23— 
 7 a.m.—Women’s Bible 

Study 
Sun. January 26— 
 9:45 a.m.  Adult Bible 

Class 
 10:45 a.m. Worship  
 Mission Meal—York 
Sun. January 26— 
 Mission Meal at York 
Wed. January 29— 
 Praise Band rehearsal 

4:30 p.m. 
Thur. January 30— 
 7 a.m.—Women’s Bible 

Study 
 1 p.m.  - Bible Study at 

Ridgeview 
 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

All Is Calm……………………All Is Bright…………………….. 

The communion table set on Christmas Eve as we, as a 

church, celebrate the season. 

Sanctuary Cleaning 
The sanctuary cleaning will be January 27 through January 30 begin-

ning at 6:30 p.m. Volunteers are needed. There will be sign up sheets 

on the bulletin board in the back of the church for  you to sign up. 



Wednesday  

Worship 
High School Group 

Leader:  Emily Triplett 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday,  

January 15 and 29 

United Methodist Church 

Ongoing Needs 
at the    

Columbus and 
York        

Rescue  
Missions    

 
Food  Services 

(No bulk please) 
Pinto  Beans 
Baked Beans 
Peanut Butter 
Jelly 
Caned Chicken 
Mayonnaise 
Napkins 
Coffee & creamer 
Butter 
Milk 
Sugar 
Canned Fruit 
Raman Noodles 
 

Household 
Products 

Trash Bags 13 & 30 
gal 
Paper Towels 
Liquid Laundry  
Detergent 
Cleaning Products 
Facial tissues 
Toilet Paper 
 

Other Items 
Personal Toiletries 
Men’s boxers  
(all sizes) 
Women’s intimate 
wear 
Socks Women & 
Men 

Pastor Teri delivers her sermon during worship on the second Sunday of Advent. 

Jesus said, “Let the chil-

dren come to me.” 

Roxanne Page and several 

children presented a short 

Christmas program during 

worship on December 15. 



Sanctuary Cleaning 
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! 

The sanctuary cleaning will be January 27 through January 30 

beginning at 6:30 p.m. Volunteers are needed.  

There will be sign up sheets on the bulletin board in the back  

of the church for  you to sign up. 

!NOTICE! 
We are in need of a COORDINATOR 

or CO-COORDINATORS for Vacation 

Bible School. St. Paul’s Lutheran has 

the same request for their church as 

well. Otherwise, the community may 

not have one this year. If you are  

willing to help or know someone who 

is, please let Pastor Teri know. 


