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Christmas Letters 
 

 Christmas letters were once quite popular, weren’t they? Letters that friends and family 
included in their Christmas cards? Maybe some of you still receive them but I haven’t, not as 
many anyway. In fact, sending letters seems to be a thing of the past with technology being so 
advanced. People catch up with each other by email, Facebook or through Instagram and 
Twitter.  
 Thinking back, even greater joy came from making the trek to my grandparent’s house 
in Angels Camp, California, where the whole family would gather. We’d sit around a beauti-
fully decorated dinner table for our noon meal and fill our tummies with delicious food. Then 
we’d spend time visiting and unwrapping the gifts everyone brought. We’d also sing Christ-
mas carols, one of my mom’s favorite things to do. And once my brothers, cousins, and I had 
enough of that, we’d go outside and play until dark. We had so much fun!  
 I have no doubt many of you still have family get-togethers that are much like what I 
described. Embrace this time together, because the older we get it seems harder to make plans 
when everyone is available. Yes, there is a lot to miss about days long past when it seemed a 
much simpler time and wasn’t so full of the ‘comings and goings’ of our lives today. 
 However, there is one constant that brings great joy to our lives and that is to celebrate 
the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. To hear again the stories of Elizabeth and Zechariah, Mary 
and Joseph, the birth of John (the Baptist) and Jesus (God the Son), plus all the other people 
who were witnesses to those events. The shepherds in the fields near Bethlehem, the inn-
keeper who did not have any room for weary travelers, the Magi who followed a star, King 
Herod who sent his soldiers to search for the Holy Family. 
 It is in this frame of mind that I’d like to share a Christmas letter with you that I saw on 
Facebook. It touched my heart deeply and brought me right back to the purpose of this sea-
son. I have no idea who the author is but I’m sure they wouldn’t mind my sharing it here. May 
it bring you the same hope, peace, joy, and love of home as it did for me. No matter who is 
around on Christmas day, we can always have our Lord and Savior as close to us as we choose 
Him to be.  

When you look for me at Christmas you won’t need a special star.  
I’m no longer just in Bethlehem, I’m right here where you are.  

You may not be aware of me amid the celebrations.  
You’ll have to look beyond the stores, and all the decorations.  

But if you take a moment from your list of things to do,  
to close your eyes and say a prayer, I’m waiting there for you.  
You’re the one I want to be with. You’re the reason that I came!  

And you’ll find me in the stillness where I am whispering your name.  
All my love, Jesus 

 

       In loving gratitude and faithfulness, 
 
          Pastor Teri 

 

 



Wed December — 18 
 4:30 p.m. Praise 

Band Rehearsal 
 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Worship 
Youth Group 

Thur. December 19— 
 7 a.m.—Women’s 

Bible Study 
Tues. December 24— 
 Christmas Eve 
 9 p.m. Worship 
Wed. December 25—

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! 

Wed January 1— 
 NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Thurs January 2—7 a.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 
Sun. January 5— 
 9:45 a.m. Adult Bible 

Class 
 10:45 a.m. Worship & 

Children’s Church & 
Holy Communion 

 

Wed. January 8— 
 Praise Band rehearsal 

4:30 p.m. 
Thurs. January 9— 
 7 a.m.—Women’s Bible 

Study 
Sun. January 12— 
 9:45 a.m.—Adult Bible 

class 
 10:45 a.m.—Worship, 

Children’s Church  
Wed. January 15— 
 4:30 p.m. Praise Band 

rehearsal 
 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

Worship Youth Group 
Thur. January 16— 
 7 a.m.—Women’s Bible 

Study 
Sun. January 19— 
 9:45 a.m.—Adult Bible 

class 
 10:45 a.m.—Worship, 

Children’s Church  

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
Mon. January 20— 
 6 p.m. Trustees 

Meeting 
 7 p.m. Administra-

tive Board Meeting 
Wed. January 22— 
 Praise Band re-

hearsal 4:30 p.m. 
Thur. January 23— 
 7 a.m.—Women’s 

Bible Study 
Sun. January 26— 
 9:45 a.m.  Adult Bi-

ble Class 
 10:45 a.m. Worship  
 Mission Meal—York 
Mon. January 27—

Cleaning of the 
church 6:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

  “Operation Christmas Box” A Success Ongoing needs 
at the    

Columbus and 
York        

Rescue Missions    
 

Food  Services 
(No bulk please) 
Pinto  Beans 
Baked Beans 
Peanut Butter 
Jelly 
Caned Chicken 
Mayonnaise 
Napkins 
Coffee & creamer 
Butter 
Milk 
Sugar 
Canned Fruit 
Raman Noodles 
 

H o u s e h o l d 
Products 
Trash Bags 13 & 30 
gal 
Paper Towels 
Liquid Laundry De-
tergent 
Cleaning Products 
Facial tissues 
Toilet Paper 

Thank you to all who 

donated items for the 

boxes sent off to our 

college kids. It is a 

blessing to be able to 

support our youth and 

encourage them as a 

church family during 

their college years. 

 

Members of the congregation assist in blessing the many “Christmas Boxes” before being sent to 

the collection site.  



CHURCH SHOWER 

    Donations of 39 gallon garbage bags, 

garbage bags of all sizes, paper towels, 

Kleenex, rolls of stamps, peel & seal busi-

ness size envelopes, are some janitorial 

and office needs.  Your church shower 

gifts may be placed underneath the 

Christmas tree in the west narthex.  Thank 

you in advance.  

Wednesday Worship 
High School Group 

Leader:  Emily Triplett 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday,  

December 18 

January 15 and 29 

United Methodist Church 

Supper will be provided 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When:  Wed., December 

25th      

12 noon 

Where:  St. Paul  

Lutheran Church 

This dinner is for singles, 
couples, families 

The Reason for The 

Season. The church 

nativity adorns the face 

of the church on a frosty 

winter afternoon in De-

cember. Thank you to all 

who helped in setting up 

the nativity as well as the 

Christmas decorations 

throughout the church. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fimages%2F6Tpozzd8c.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fclipart%2F6Tpozzd8c.htm&docid=0utIJURiAYPeLM&tbnid=wP5mkUPLTZCpNM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiEtubn_vPXAhVG8CYKHU0fAqI4ZBAzCCs


 


